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Tennessee and Cumberland rivers to prevent
the Union forces from advancing along them
into the states of Tennessee and Kentucky.
There was Island No. 10 on the Mississippi,
Fort Henry on the Tennessee and Fort Donel-
son on the Cumberland. Quite early in the year
1865 the Union forces had dealt with these
strong-points. Forces under Grant captured Fort
Henry on February 6 and Fort Donelson on
February 16. These, the first victories of the
Union in the war, led to the occupation of Nash-
ville, the capital of Tennessee, situated upon a
railway which ran from the North right down
into Georgia and South Carolina. Island No. 10
was captured in April. At the same time the
Union obtained its second great victory at the
battle of Shiloh, where 100,000 men were en-
gaged on both sides and 50,000 of them were
casualties. The result of the battle was that
Corinth, an important railway junction, and,
later, Memphis, on the junction of the Missis-
sippi with the railway, were evacuated by the
South. In this way the Union came to control the
Mississippi down to Vicksburg. About the same
time a naval force under Farragut bombarded
the Southern forts at the mouth of the Missis-
sippi, and finally, weary of trying to reduce
them, ran past them and captured New Orleans.
In this way the Union gained a mastery over the
lower Mississippi.
All this had been achieved by April 186*.